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“Rock ol Ages™

Matthew 16:13-23

July 26-29, 2009
El Paso, TX

Confessional Lutherans from
around the continent gathered at
Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church in El Paso
for the Ninth Annual Gathering of the
Augsburg Lutheran Churches. The Holy
Spirit preached the love of God into our
hearts through Lou Hesse, Dick Smith,
Tim Swenson, Michael Mueller, and
John and Lenae Rasmussen.

Thanks to Dale and Tim Swenson,
you can be immersed in the Living Word
by watching the videos on the internet.

The presentations and sermons are
posted on the Augsburg Facebook page
and you-tube. You can also catch up on
the confessional discussion on the vari-
ous discussion boards and links to other
Facebook pages that have popped up
after August 19, 2009.

As we watch the religious institutions
of this world crumble, we remember
Grundtvig’'s hymn “Built On the Rock.”
God’s Word stands when all else fails,
steeples crumble, and our idols are
stripped away. Then all we have is Christ
and His gift of faith, and its all we need.

The mission of the Augsburg Lutheran Churches is to bear witness to the good news that sinners are put right with God by
faith alone in Jesus Christ alone. We resist any corruption of this Gospel. Looking to the cross of Christ, we proclaim God’s
Word as Law and Gospel for the redemption of his people today. May God help us to the glory of His holy name. Amen.
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THE THIRD ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe that | cannot by my own reason or
strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or
come to Him. But the Holy Spirit has called me
through the Gospel, enlightened with His gifts,
sanctified and kept me in true faith.

Martin Luther’s explanation
of the Third Article of the Creed
Luther’s Small Catechism

July 26, 2009

| can recall many times at seminary when my fellow
classmates and | would question the course selection
being offered to us. One of the courses we questioned
most often was on the Third Article of the Apostles’
Creed, “The Holy Spirit and the Church.” A number of
my fellow classmates joked about the class often say-
ing to the affect, “This is typical of Lutherans, even
when we have a class that is dedicated to the Holy
Spirit, all we talk about instead is Jesus Christ or the
church.” | have to admit that even | feel that way now
and then. The Holy Spirit often times seems to be the
least understood part of the Trinity, and looking at the
Apostles’ Creed it appears that there is no job descrip-
tion for the Holy Spirit. Even God the Father gets two
lines; the Holy Spirit appears to get an honorable men-
tion. What we fail to see is that each one of the follow-
ing lines in the Creed is a specific job description of
the Holy Spirit. The Spirit “does” sanctification, and
the Apostles’ Creed tells us how He does sanctifica-
tion.

Christ Centered < Gospel

THE HOLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH,
THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS

If we consider a beginning point to the sanctification of
the self - note here that we are neither talking about a
process of sanctification, that one gets more sanctified
over time or that one is ever finished being sanctified
in this life, nor are we talking about self-sanctification,
that you are able to make yourself holy - as the receiv-
ing of the Holy Spirit through proclamation, it is done in
the church, the body of saints. It is in the community of
believers that the Holy Spirit (and Christ!) is present. It
is within that group that God has promised to be
found. This is where the Word is preached. This is

where the sacraments are administered. Nowhere out-
side the Body of Christ can the

Holy Spirit be distinguished. It

would be similar to you being at

the mall and out of the corner of

your eye you see someone you

recognize. You go to the place you @
last saw him or her, but he or she

is no longer there. You end up

chasing shadows for something you thought you saw,
but are never quite able to find. So too it is with the
Holy Spirit. Outside of the Body of Christ, you may
catch glimpses of the Spirit, but you are never quite
certain as to the actuality of the Spirit. That is why we
must say that sanctification comes while you are with
the community of the church and where the Word is
spoken.

THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS

While it is true that it is the work of Jesus Christ on the
cross that brings us into a state of being justified with
God, it is the work of the Holy Spirit that our sins are
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forgiven on a daily basis. It is through the words of
absolution that are used by, and contain, the Holy
Spirit that the forgiveness of sins happens. If Christ
had died on the cross and risen from the dead and if
no one had heard or known, would it make a differ-
ence for your life? What is the value of the forgiveness
of sins unless it is applied to you? To answer those
questions, it does not make a difference; it does not
matter, unless and only if it is applicable to your life.
Who cares that Jesus Christ, some guy from the first
century, died on a cross, it isn't like He was the first or
last to be hung on a cross. Unless it matters directly to
you, unless you have heard about the difference that it
makes in your life, it was all for naught. That is where
the Holy Spirit comes in with the forgiveness of sins.
When someone proclaims to you that for the sake of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God your sins are forgiven,
that is when the Holy Spirit grabs those words, shoves
them in your ear, and works on your conscience. That
is when the old Adam is drowned once again. That is
the continuing of the process of sanctification; the
process of making you holy. All done for the sake of
Jesus Christ who hung on the cross.

THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY

It is at the point of our death that we may think we
have no further need of the Holy Spirit. We see the
end of that old sinful self. So we think the work of the
Holy Spirit is done. In that we would be wrong, for the
Spirit is not yet done working in your life for the job of
sanctifying you is not yet completed. Just as Ezekiel
saw, in the valley of dry bones, new life being created
where there was once death through the speaking of
words, so, too, will our bodies be resurrected with new
flesh that will bring about for us the completing of the

Christ Centered < Gospel

new Adam in us. For just as Paul states that since we
were baptized into a death like His (Jesus Christ’s),
surely we are to be resurrected into a new Life like His.
Upon the resurrection of the body, the sanctification of
the Spirit is over since you are now a whole new crea-
tion, and only a new creation, in Christ.

THE LIFE EVERLASTING

The Holy Spirit bestows one final gift '

onto you and all believers, the gift of

everlasting life. Now that you ar re-

created a New Being in Christ alone,

meaning that the old sinful you is finally put to death
and that all that is left of you is the new you that was
born in Christ, there is no more death. The final victory
over sin, death, and the power of the devil is won and
made manifest in this eternal life.

While it might appear to the naked eye that the Holy
Spirit does not seem to get much attention in many
Lutheran congregations today, the Holy Spirit is the
basis of faith in the true Lutheran tradition. As previ-
ously stated, without the Holy Spirit to share with us
through the body of believers about the life, death, and
resurrection of our dear Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, it
would be as if Christ had neither “happened” for the
world nor for us. That would mean sanctification is
unnecessary for us since there would be nothing to
believe. While it appears to some that the Holy Spirit
is unimportant in the Apostles’ Creed, in actuality He is
the foundation for the creed and for the faith of Christ

in the world.

Brett Onan, Intern
El Paso, TX
Email: saintpauls.elpaso@gmail.com

Driven H Bible Teaching




THE CRUX OF THE MATTER

VOL. 8, NO. 4

Page 4

9™ ANNUAL AUGSBURG GATHERING

CONVENTION REPORT

ROCK OF AGES

A Call To Assemble

Assemble yourselves and come together,
draw near, you survivors of the nations!
They have no knowledge — those who carry
about their wooden idols, and keep on

praying to a god that cannot save.

Isaiah 45.20

In the conviction that God has called us
through the Lordship of His Son Jesus
Christ and the guidance of His Holy Spirit
to confess the Gospel in its purity, we,
members of the priesthood of all believers,
give thanks to God for His continual faith-
fulness and, hereby call for Lutherans who
are dedicated to the perpetuation of confes-
sional Lutheranism in the North American

context to gather with us at

Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church
1000 Montana Avenue
El Paso, TX 79902
July 26-29, 2009

Christ Centered b

Gospel

Welcome

Welcome to our friends who are here for the
first time, and bienvenidosto our friends who
are returning for great food, great fellowship,
great preaching, and great worship. You will

not be disappointed!

CONVENTION REPORT

The heart of our gathering this year was the bold
preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Christ-centered
worship and Bible studies. We began with the Service of
the Word on Sunday, continued with a traditional Holy
Communion worship service on Monday, and closed
with Vespers (sung a capella).

We intentionally focus on the preached God and
proclaim the Gospel “straight up” for God’s people to
hear and believe. In a world that inundates us with fads,
gimmicks and apostasy, we yearn to hear God’s Living
Word proclaimed as Law and Gospel to set His people
free today. Our rich Lutheran hymnody supported this
theme: “Rock of Ages,” “I Love to Tell the Story,” “Built
On the Rock,” and “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less.”

Driven H Bible Teachingsg
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CONVENTION REPORT

The 2009 Gathering began with our Sunday morning
worship service, Southwestern lunch, and the Saint
Paul’s Youth Choir summer vocal camp concert. Over
200 attended our opening services and heard Rev. Tim
Swenson preach on the Prodigal Son. The Youth Choir
concert followed , and we wrapped up the day with a
community BBQ at the Rasmussen’s home.

The ALC endorsed the work of Dr. John Cobb and
Confessio Augustana in distributing the German tracts
about Islam (translated by Dr. Cobb). We will continue to
assist Dr. Cobb and the Confessio Augustana group in
distributing these tracts in North America.

“Conversation, Consolation, Confrontation: Forging a
Fellowship of Preachers” is the theme of the Augsburg
Pastor’s Theological Conference this fall. The conference
will be held at Advent Lutheran Church in Saint Paul,
MN, October 10-13, 2009.

Mrs. Georgia DeKoatz was elected Finance Chair for
a three-year term, and Rev. John Emerson was elected
Augsburg Pastor for a one-year term.

The 2010 Augsburg Gathering will be hosted by
Epiphany Lutheran Church in Spokane, WA.

CONVENTION THEME: “RocK oF AGES”

The Franklin Mountains in El Paso del Norte—the
end of the Rocky Mountain Range—provided a beautiful
view and helped us choose the theme for our 9th Annual
Gathering, aptly titled, “Rock of Ages.” The choice for a
theme song was obvious—Rock of Ages! The words of
Augustus Toplady’s famous hymn fly in the face of the
popular trend to want credit for what we have accom-
plished to justify our existence. This trend is so insidious
that even the movie stars of our day want to be known
as people who “make a difference in our world” and sup-
port the “right” causes. Being beautiful and talented is
not enough, they need to be known for subscribing to
“politically correct” views, too.

Toplady knew that such thoughts are wrong: “Not
the labors of my hands can fulfill thy law’s demands;
could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever

Christ Centered < Gospel

flow, all for sin could not atone; thou must save, and
thou alone.” Jesus is the “Rock of Ages” that you and |
find refuge in; He alone can cleanse us from guilt, sin,
death, and the devil. There is no where and no one else
to whom sinners can turn for their salvation. “Nothing in
my hand | bring; simply to thy cross | cling; Naked, come
to thee for dress; helpless, look to thee for grace; Foul |
to the fountain fly; wash me, Savior, or | die.”

Ultimately, our beauty, intelligence, education, hard
work, and civic concerns count for nothing when we
draw our last breath. In the end, we all stand guilty as
charged but innocent for Christ’s sake. “While | draw this
fleeting breath, when mine eyelids close in death, when |
soar to worlds unknown, see thee on thy judgment
throne, Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in
thee.”

Even those who claim that God gives them every-
thing except Christ’s saving faith—which they claim that
as their own work or decision—are wrong. Luther said it
clearly in his explanation to the Third Article of the
Creed: | believe that | cannot by my own reason or
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him.
But the Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel,
enlightened me with His gifts, and sanctified and kept
me in true faith, just as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and
sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth and pre-
serves it in union with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.”
We bring nothing to the table when it comes to our sal-
vation, especially our faith. It is the gift of Christ Him-
self—the Rock of Ages—given by the Holy Spirit through
the Gospel.

Augsburg Lutheran Churches boldly proclaimed this
message of salvation in Christ at Saint Paul’s Lutheran
Church on July 26-29, 2009. Many thanks to Georgia and
Carl DeKoatz, and everyone who brought food and bev-
erages, and to everyone who came to the ALC Gathering.
The preaching, food, and camaraderie were fabulous.
We “had it hyggely” as the Danes say; and it doesn’t get
any better. Thanks be to God!

Bible

Driven H Teachingtg
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GALATIANS: GOD’S WORD FoRr Us TopAy

Proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ

For God’s People Today

People struggle in bondage to sin now as they
have in every generation. But as we know, they
cannot free themselves. Although Paul’s arguments
were written almost two thousand years ago, they
continue to boldly proclaim this radical gospel to
God’s children today: Salvation—freedom from the
bondage of sin, death and the power of the devil—is
received through faith alone in Jesus Christ.

However, freedom in the Spirit is still a radical
concept to most people. They think there ought to
be something more to it, something to do, some-
thing to make one deserving of real salvation. In a
world where there is “no free lunch” people are
skeptical of something that sounds too good to be
true. We are more accustomed to being told about
rules, requirements, and regulations than we are to
being given the gifts of Spirit. We are coerced, sup-
pressed and tempted by the world more often than
we are taught, cared for and loved in the Spirit of
Christ. The stark contrast which Jesus drew be-
tween “this evil age” and the Kingdom of heaven is
still present today. As young people wonder, “Why
am | here? What difference do | make to anyone?
Do | exist merely to conform to the rules and regu-
lations of other people? What makes me signifi-
cant?” many parents and grandparents echo their
thoughts and add, “What makes my life significant?
Is it my job to be a ‘cash-cow’ and say nothing? Am
| working just to please other people or to serve
God?”
Christ

Centered ¥ Gospel

The startling answer to these questions is sim-
ple: Jesus died for you and put you right with God!
That is what makes you, your life and your vocation
“significant” today. That, and nothing else, sets you
free to be His creature, free to be everything He in-
tended you to be, free to be one with God in an all
new love relationship. No more separation, no
more vacuous, empty days, disconnected from real-
ity. In Christ, you’re one with God.

The stark reality is that true freedom is found
only in Jesus Christ. That is what makes His gospel
so radical, so new, so different—it is like nothing
else we’ve ever known before. Its like nothing we’d
ever expect here on earth. Now, thanks to God,
you have been given a whole new life and a living
hope through the death and resurrection of his Son.
“For you have died, and your life is hid with Christ in
God” (Col 3.3).

This new life in Christ is totally different from
life apart from Christ. The old Adam, the Sinner, the
person separated from Christ is indeed dead. The
new Believer, the Saint, the person reconciled to
God has been born, it is an accomplished fact. In
this new life, the believer is free because he has
been set free by Christ and His gospel. Everythingin
this letter leads up to, or from, this “hinge sen-
tence” (5:1):

For frecdom Christ fas sef us free;
stand fasé therefore,

and Jo not submit again to a yoke of stavery.

This excerpt from, The Gospel Means Freedom”© has been reprinted with

permission from Crux Christi Publishers.

Driven H Bible Teaching
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OUTREACH IDEAS FOR YOUR BULLETIN

WELCOME! ‘w
We gather every Sunday for worship at 10:30 AM. St. Paul's Lutheran Church also : 3
v

offers many activities and ministries during the week as we walk in faith together.
Check it out and get involved!

God

We believe in the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Faith lets God be God . We be-
lieve that God has revealed Himself to us in His Son, Jesus Christ, and His Gospel of Salva-
tion — the good news that we are put right with God by faith alone in Christ alone.

Forgiveness

We preach Christ crucified and His radical Gospel of forgiveness to a broken and fallen
world. We believe a crucifixion in first century Palestine defines us and our lives. God
forgives our sins for Christ's sake.

Truth and Life

We believe Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Some say each person defines his
or her own “truth;” but that is to make each person his or her own god, and to dethrone
Christ. No one comes to the Father but by Christ. We believe God's Word—the Holy Scrip-
tures—are the sole authoritative source and norm for our teaching, faith and life.

Community

Discipleship—"Roots of Our Faith”
Education—Children, young adults, and adults
Fellowship

House of Prayer ministry

Women's Bible study

Young Adults ministry—"Crossroads”

Saint Paul’'s Lutheran Church % 1000 Montana Avenue = El Paso TX 79912
Phone: (915) 533-0201 % Email: pastorlenae@gmail.com

Christ Centered Gospel Driven Bible Teaching
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AUGSBURG PASTORS CONFERENCE

e

sSConversation

i Consolation

3 l.-!
3

October 10-13, 2009
Advent Lutheran Church
3000 Hamline Avenue + Roseville, MN

“Forging the Fellowship” - Dennis Bielfeldt
"A Theology of Friendship” - Panel Discussion
“Conversation” - John Rasmussen
“Consolation” - Tim Swenson

“Confrontation” - Lou Hesse

This conference explores the practical implica-
tions of establishing preachers as a fellowship
held accountable to one another by the "mutual
conversation and consolation [and confrontation]
of the saints;" who practice a "theology of
friendship” as declared by Jesus: "I call you
friends because I have revealed all things to
you" (John 15:15); and among whom authority is
exercised by the preaching of the Living Word in
such a way that the Gospel's good news estab-
lishes the Law within its appropriate boundaries.

Confrontation:

"l\'*‘\i})rging a Fellowship
of Preachers

CONFERENCE:

Registration Fee: $ 75.00

Registration forms, lodging arrangements,
and more information can be found at
www.augsburgchurches.org

Send registration forms and payment to:

Treasurer
Augsburg Lutheran Churches
P. O. Box 12254 ¢ El Paso, TX 79913

LODGING:

A block of rooms ($75.00/per night) is being
held at the
Radisson Hotel

2540 North Cleveland Ave.
Roseville, MN 55113

Call Andrea Mauricio at 651.367.3926 and
mention Augsburg Pastor's Conference for
reservations. The hotel provides shuttle ser-
vice to the conference site.

Christ Centered ¥ Gospel

Driven H Bible Teaching




THE CRUX OF THE MATTER

VOL. 8, NO. 4

Page 9

ALC NEWS, REPORTS AND EVENTS

The Seventh Annual

Youth Leadership

Retreat
Save the date: June 28 - July 1, 2010

Come and discover a whole New Life as the
Holy Spirit calls you through the Gospel
and sets you free in Christ for all eternity.
d

{
SPIRITUS
GLADIUS

<P

Registration forms, travel release forms,
and more information can be found at
www.augsburgchurches.org

THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT

UPCOMING EVENTS

October 11 - 13, 2009 — CONVERSATION, CONSOLATION,
AND CONFRONTATION: FORGING A FELLOWSHIP OF
PREACHERS — the 6th ANNUAL Augsburg Pastor's Theo-
logical Conference will be hosted by Advent Lutheran
Church, 3000 Hamline Avenue, Roseville, MN. Registra-
tion forms are on the website. A block of rooms has been
reserved at the Radisson Inn on Cleveland Avenue in
Roseville. Dr. Dennis Bielfeldt, Lou Hesse, Tim Swenson,
and John Rasmussen will present. We will also have a
panel on “The Theology of Friendship.”

10th Annual Augsburg Gathering — hosted by Epiphany Lu-
theran Church - Spokane, WA - July 25-28, 2010. The
ALCW will meet on Sunday afternoon, July 25. We've
made preliminary plans to have a young adult retreat in
the area before the gathering. Please save the dates.

January 28 - 29, 2010 — AUGSBURG COUNCIL MEETING
hosted by Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church, 1000 Montana
Avenue, El Paso, Texas.

January 30 - 31, 2010 — Theologian in Residence Weekend
hosted by Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church, 1000 Montana
Avenue, El Paso, Texas. Phone: (915) 533-0201.

We’re always happy to print news and photos from our member churches and
chapters in “The Crux of the Matter.” Please send news articles and photos to
Pastor Lenae Rasmussen by email <pastorlenae@gmail.com>.

Christ Centered < Gospel
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St. Martin's School of
Theological Discernment:

where you learn:
e the truth about yourself and God;
e to properly distinguish Law and Gospel;
e and to discern faith in the midst of religion

Affiliations:

e A Designated Teaching and Learning Center for
the Institute of Lutheran Theology (ILT)

e A Designated Delivery Site for the Augsburg Lu-
theran Theological Seminary (ALTS)

e A member of Augsburg Lutheran Churches (ALC)

Theological Base:

Jesus declared:
" am the way, the truth, and the life, no one comes
to the Father except through me."

The Apostle Paul declared:
"We preach Christ and him crucified."

St. Martin's School of Theological Discernment
(SMstd) teaches and preaches the categorical exclu-
siveness of these claims which is captured by the
great "solas" of the Reformation:

e "Christ ALONE!"
e “Scripture ALONE!"
e "Grace ALONE!"
e "Faith ALONE!"
e "Cross ALONE!"

Held together in Christ, who is their living center,
these "solas" guard the pure preaching of the gospel.
Such preaching exposes us as creatures of bound
wills who receive freedom and salvation in Jesus
only.

For more information contact:
Rev. Tim Swenson
Email: preachermantim@gmail.com

Bible Teaching
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The Will

by Dick Smith

Martin Luther asserted in the reformation that the hinge on which everything depends is
the issue of the WILL. Erasmus of Rotterdam asserted “Free Will.” Luther asserted “Bondage
of the Will.”

The fundamental dividing issue in all religion, that which is the bedrock on which
religion is based is the issue of the WILL. Martin Luther would argue that Christianity is only
Christianity when it rejects the bedrock on which all religion is based which is the notion of
FREE WILL; that is, that man can choose between good and evil, thus capable of doing good.

Christianity when it is Christianity, is predicated upon the bedrock of a BOUND

WILL. That is, to quote the Apostle Paul, “I can will to do the right BUT | CANNOT DO IT! The
good that | would | DO NOT. The evil that | would not, that | do” (Romans 7).

ONLY CHRISTIANITY, when it is CHRISTIANITY, exposes the dark side, transcends the
moral continuum, exposing it as a power category (Nietzsche: "All moral categories are
POWER categories.") and destroys our immortality projects, puts us to death and gives us
NEW LIFE, TRANSCENDENT LIFE, in CHRIST alone. This is not about something that is to be
gotten by us. IT IS SIMPLY THAT WHICH IS GIVEN TO US. If it were any other way, requiring

us to do ANYTHING it would be our IMMORTALITY PROJECT back in place all over again! The
NEW LIFE IN CHRIST is what it is. It's yours and mine period. End of story.

Christ
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